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Sheriff are such that in these days many qualified persons seek to be
excused. No remuneration is payable, though the Sheriff is entitled
to certain fines and a percentage of the Crown debts collected.
The Sheriff must appoint an Under-Sheriff and a Deputy-Sheriff. The Under-
In practice he performs none but the ceremonial duties of his ofiice
in person. His legal representative for local business is the Under- sheriff.
Sheriff, usually a solicitor, whose firm practises in the county town.
The Deputy-Sheriff is the Sheriff's London agent, who must have
an office within one mile of the Inner Temple Hall. The purely
ministerial work, such as levying executions, is carried out by
bailiffs.
The Coroner is appointed by the county council. It is his duty to The Coroner,
hold enquiries into cases of sudden death and discovery of treasure
trove.1 His salary is paid out of county funds. Larger counties
appoint more than one coroner, the county being divided for this
purpose into districts. Coroners must be barristers, solicitors or
legally qualified medical practitioners of five years* standing:
Coroners (Amendment) Act, 1926. Some cities and boroughs have
the right to appoint their own coroners. The^oroners^Rules, 1953,
requite inquests to be held in public and in general aim at restricting
inquests to relevant matters without restraining the discretion of the
coroner as to the conduct of proceedings.
Justices of the peace for the county, as we have already seen, are Justices of
appointed by the Crown, advised by the Lord Chancellor on the ila& Peace*
recommendation of the Lord-Lieutenant, who is assisted by an
advisory committee.   All the justices of the county are qualified to
adjudicate at Quarter Sessions.2
The county is divided into separate divisions for petty sessional
purposes.3 We are not concerned here with the judicial duties of
the quarter and petty sessions.4 Since the Local Government Acts
of 1888 and 1894, only a few administrative powers remain vested
in justices of the peace. They have, however, certain powers in
connection with mental hospitals, visiting prisons and the adminis-
tration of the licensing law.                                  f
Until the LqcajjCtoyer^                         1931, the clerk of the Clerk of the
peace, to whicfoffice appointment was made by lie standing joint Peace-
committee of the county council and the county quarter sessions,
was also the clerk of the council of the administrative county, hold-
ing the latter more important office by virtue of tenure of the former.
By that Act appointments to the two offices are made by separate
1  Treasure trove, which consists of objects of gold or silver which have been
hidden and of which the original owner cannot be traced, is the property of the
Crown. The finder receives back the objects or their market value, provided
he reports his discovery promptly to the Coroner of the district.
2  P. 232, ante, for provisions as to chairmen and jurisdiction.
3  P. 229, ante.                                        * Part V., Chap. L